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ILFRACOMBE MUSEUM
Wilder Road, Iifracombe, North Devon, EX34 8AF
01271 863541

This report arises from a survey of archives in musuems on behalf of the Museums and
Galleries Commission, with support from the Royal Commission on Historical
Manuscripts, January - April 1995. (Museums and Archives, a Museums and
Galleries Commission Report, researched by Clare Conybeare and Anita Travers)

Iifracombe Museum is an independent trust, which gained charitable status in 1975. It
was originally founded in 1932, and occupies a late 19th century building, formerly a
hotel laundry.

Collecting is eclectic, and by no means confined to Ilfracombe itself. Retired colonials
have donated objects from around the world, and it holds the national collection of
specimen bats. Its newscuttings and memorabilia include national events such as the
General strike, the Festival of Britain, and Royal celebrations.

Probably the earliest and most attractive document displayed is a verification of a grant
of arms to John Wood of Harstone, 1533. there are some 100 deeds, wills and other
legal documents, family history collections and compilations, notably for the Dennis
family, glass negatives, daguerrotypes, gramophone records and cine films on tourism.
Business records include prescription ledgers (6) 1909-19, a solicitor’s letter book
1914-19, and Score cemetery records. There are 200 newspapers, miscellaneous local
government records, research notes, war memorabilia such as identity cards, ration
books and clothing coupons, also savings books, recipe books, greetings cards,
cigarette card collections and holiday scrapbooks.

Lists are by location within the museum. These, basically, were the loft and office
store, under display cabinets, and on display. Photocopies were provided of sections
of the list, and notes were taken where appropriate, summarised as follows.

A market charter with restored seal is on loan to North Devon Record Office, and
overseers' accounts (8 vols) 1741-88, were transferred in 1981.

Loft store boxes list

20825 B Gramophone records

Box 6 WA Steven's slides

Box 7 Score cemetery records

Box 8 Cine films: tourism

Box 16Record player and tapes

Box 22 Glass negative plates (107; nos 8863-8978)
Box 35A-D glass negatives

Box 39Victoria photographs in frames (25231)
Box 43 Post Office savings book (20929)

Box 43 Small 1915 diary (20773B)

Box 43 Tiny photograph album (20873D)




Box 44Message book MZ10 US Army =

Box 45Slide show, 60 years at a seafront museum (ILFCM 21035)

Box 46see photocopy

Box 47 see photocopy

Box 48 see photocopy

Box 49Misc newspapers and periodicals

Box 50Enlargements of rly photographs produced by North Devon Heritage Coast
Service [Clare - railway?]

Box 57Queen's Court deeds (photocopies)

Box 62see photocopy

Box 63 see photocopy

Box 64 Daguerrotype photographs (2) (1062, 1063)

Box 64 Farleigh's Stores account book 1906 (20545)

Box 64Bill Stevens: army memorabilia (20934)

Box 65Prescription ledgers (6), Iifracombe area, 1909-19

Box 66 Solicitor's notebook

Box 66 Solicitor's letterbook, 1914-19 (ILFCM 20455)

Box 66 Vets (7) prescription book

Box 68 MG Palmer, photographs by, (25279 A, B)

Boxes 69-73, see photocopy

Rolled maps are kept in the loft

Storeroom below loft

largely given over to newspapers: [lfracombe Chronicle, and Ilfracombe Gazette and
Observer, 1868-1953. Some have been filmed by the British Library and film copies
provided, but there is no film reader. The newspapers have been partially indexed by a
Manpower Services Scheme.

Display

There are a large number of photographs etc on the walls and in display cases. Display

falls into three categories:

1. Photographs, posters, advertisements and ephemera shown throughout the
museum. These are too numerous to describe here.

2, Document cabinet, of shallow wooden pull-out drawers, the documents visible
under sealed glass. A photocopy of a typed list of contents is appended.

3. Wallmounted swing frames in the 'extension’, mostly photographs and
postcards, but some MSS. These are:

Valentine, c1841-2 (9907)
RD Blackmore letters (4) 1887 to Dear Sir' (display does not reveal addressee)
(7946)

CH Spurgeon ( Baptist evangelist) letter 1877 (9909)

Letter 1855 from a soldier at Sebastopol, described in caption only as
grandfather of the Misses Harding of Chambercombe Rd (7932)

Letters patent 1533 from Thomas Benolt, Clarencieux King at Arms, to John
Wood of Harstone, verifying coat of arms (attractively decorated) (7926)
Letters (2) by Charles Vellacott, mariner, to his wife 1840, and Richard' 1850,
(7931, 7934)




Samuel Mountjoy Smith letter 1850 with engraved Ilfracombe pictorial
letterhead (1371)

Marriage certificate Samuel Winne to Mary Attison at Springfield near Gretna
Green 1816 (7967)

Marriage certificate William Broome to Kate Elizabeth Gean, Bamsu.p]e 1876
(7951)

Under cabinets

Framed photographs, paintings and prints (over 100) in 2 storage chests in extension.

Under case 30, incl:

coronation souvenir progemme, birthday cards, ration books and identity cards
Festival of Britain booklet, Devon & Exeter Savings Bank book 1897, museum
reports 1934-39, Withycombe family photograph album, other photograph
albums incl Cotswolds, various posters, scout's book, recipe books, harbour
dues 1946, railway corresp, advertisements, Gatakers Sermons, papers about
tobacco, magazines, knitting patterns and theatre programmes, Magna Carta,
photographs of John Betjeman in Ilfracombe, 2 swimming certificates, and a

map of Tasmania.

Under case 29, incl:
6 prints, foreign bank notes, Civil Defence corresp (queried)

1094 i acind
a tea shop receipt book

indenture 1822

National Savings certificate book 1941
TS diary, Nicaragua

Opera Society and theatre programmes
cigarette cards

holiday scrapbook 1976

French newspapers for D-Day anniversary
UDC rates estimate 1970

scrap book/ photograph album c1830-50
book of instructions for 1911 census
business cards

photographs

foreign bank notes

newscuttings



10.
11.
12.
13.

CONTENTS OF DOCUMENT DRAMERS.

Map of North Devon & [lfracombe
Will of Thomas Ridd. 27th March 1857.
Will of John Fosse. 26th October 1693.
Will of John Fosse Junior. 5th February 1760.
Will of Peter Fosse 22nd January 1713.
Indenture of P.J.Dennis. 13th April 1868.

¥ of T. Langdon. 25th June 1716.
Title Deed. 1528.
Will of William Saunders. 8th September 1778.
Copy of Will of Emporer Mapoleon.
Indenture of John Blackmore. 10th January 1862.
Will of Charles Dennis. 18th June 1853.
3 x Indentures.

14. Indenture of John Darracott.

15.
16.
i7.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29,
30.

Fine or Agreement. February 1731.
Passport of Joseph Goodacre. 20th April 1867.
Will of Thomas Lovering. 6th Ausgust 1770.
Indenture of Alex Redmore. 25th March 1871.
Passport of Captain R. Stevens 9th May 1910.
2 x Songsheets,
Discharge papers of R. Baker. 20th February 1710.
House contents insurance policy. 29th September 1891.
Indenture of Thomas Lovering. 12th August 1854,
3 x various letters etc.
Folio of sketches.
Walkers Hibernian Magazine 1788
Passport of Lord Russell. 24th June 1865.
Indenture of R. Pugsley 1893.

" of James Hill aged 9. 1B37.
Local Paper etc.
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